122                          JEAN SIBELIUS.

in the excellent Dr. Johnson's footsteps.   On two
other points, however, the English critic is mis-
taken.   Official intervention in favour of Sibelius
was not quite so unique in the relations between
the  Government  and  the  world  of culture in
Finland as Gray assumes, nor did the intervention
of  the   Government   enable   Sibelius  to  devote
himself entirely to composing.   Sibelius was the
first musician whom the Government favoured in
this way, but this procedure was repeated soon
after in the case of other musicians and has been
adopted to an appreciable extent to the present day.
Nor was the  Government  grant so generously
apportioned, that at a time when his international
fame was not yet sufficient to ensure him a regular
income from his compositions, Sibelius could have
entirely given up the additional income he derived
from teaching.   He resigned his position as teacher
in the musical academy only at the beginning of
the new century, and even later he guided a favoured
few  of  his  talented  pupils.   Nevertheless,   the
importance of the Government's intervention should
not be minimised for that reason,   During his last
years as a regular teacher at the musical academy
Sibelius was able to restrict his duties, so that they
did not encroach on his own composing to the same
extent as before, and if he subsequently went in for
teaching, he did so principally out of interest in the
development of a younger generation of composers,
not with a view to material requital   In any case
the action of the Government relieved Sibelius of